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incorporating one of SPACES' beautifully raw columns into her installation, as glittery
green fabric foliage appears to climb it. The contrast of the natural wood with the
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intense green forms draws one's gaze up to the ceiling, where a cartoony teal cloud
unleashes a shower of taut blue string. Below, an oversized yellow rubber duck rests
atop a two-dimensional pool of water. The scene is at once charming and
disconcerting, as if it were ripped out of a children's book or cartoon and then
displaced in the gallery. And the slick shapes and Loefke's meticulous employment of
ultra-mod artificial materials makes for a strangely sensual experience. The pod-like,
rubbery flowers that sprout from the wooden floor are incongruously seductive,
making them difficult to resist touching.
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Dennis Dukeman contributed ALL THE THINGS YOU LEAVE BEHIND, a disappointingly
grandiose installation based on his current obsession, off-road cycling. Dukeman
successfully evokes the experience of riding through a thick wooded area, as one
feels a bit nauseated watching the piece's film component, which was shot from the
rider's vantage point. However, the inclusion of a bridge-like ramp and the scattering
of large rocks across the gallery floor makes the piece seem a bit contrived. The
artist raises a muddied mountain bike to an iconic level in a slick, strongly lit
photograph. The elements fail to clearly mesh, which illustrates Dukeman's
statement in the brochure: “A bicycle is an instrument used in a creative process
that is only completely realized by its beholder (the rider).”

This methodological quagmire makes one wonder why the artist decided to explore
the theme at all. But examining creative and conceptual quandaries is what
SPACELab is all about. It is what SPACES — sans “Lab” — should being doing more
of in its regular exhibitions.
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